
183 

Tennessee Valley Authority § 1304.204 

Management Plan meeting the vegeta-
tion management standards contained 
in this section is submitted to and ap-
proved by TVA. 

(a) Except for the mowing of lawns 
established and existing before Novem-
ber 1, 1999, all vegetation management 
activities on TVA-owned property sub-
ject to this subpart (including all such 
activities described in paragraphs (b) 
through (m) of this section as ‘‘al-
lowed’’ and all activities undertaken in 
connection with a section 26a permit 
obtained before September 8, 2003) re-
quire TVA’s advance written permis-
sion. Special site circumstances such 
as the presence of wetlands may result 
in a requirement for mitigative meas-
ures or alternative vegetation manage-
ment approaches. 

(b) Vegetation may be cleared to cre-
ate and maintain an access corridor up 
to but not exceeding 20 feet wide. The 
corridor will extend from the common 
boundary between TVA and the adja-
cent landowner to the water-use facil-
ity. 

(c) The access corridor will be lo-
cated to minimize removal of trees or 
other vegetation on the TVA land. 

(d) Grass may be planted and mowed 
within the access corridor, and stone, 
brick, concrete, mulch, or wooden 
paths, walkways and/or steps are al-
lowed. Pruning of side limbs that ex-
tend into the access corridor from trees 
located outside the access corridor is 
allowed. 

(e) A 50-foot-deep shoreline manage-
ment zone (SMZ) shall be designated 
by TVA on TVA property; provided, 
however, that where TVA ownership is 
insufficient to establish a 50-foot-deep 
SMZ, the SMZ shall consist only of all 
of the TVA land at the location (pri-
vate land shall not be included within 
the SMZ). Within the SMZ, no trees 
may be cut or vegetation removed, ex-
cept that which is preapproved by TVA 
within the access corridor. 

(f) Within the 50-foot SMZ and else-
where on TVA land as defined in 
§ 1304.201, clearing of specified under-
story plants (poison ivy, Japanese hon-
eysuckle, kudzu, and other exotic 
plants on a list provided by TVA) is al-
lowed. 

(g) On TVA land situated above the 
SMZ, selective thinning of trees or 

other vegetation under three inches in 
diameter at the ground level is al-
lowed. 

(h) Removal of trees outside of the 
access corridor but within the SMZ 
may be approved to make the site suit-
able for approved shoreline erosion 
control projects. 

(i) Vegetation removed for erosion 
control projects must be replaced with 
native species of vegetation. 

(j) The forest floor must be left un-
disturbed, except as specified in this 
section. Mowing is allowed only within 
the access corridor. 

(k) Planting of trees, shrubs, 
wildflowers, native grasses, and ground 
covers within the SMZ is allowed to 
create, improve, or enhance the vegeta-
tive cover, provided native plants are 
used. 

(l) Fertilizers and herbicides shall 
not be applied within the SMZ or else-
where on TVA land, except as specifi-
cally approved in the Vegetative Man-
agement Plan. 

(m) Restricted use herbicides and 
pesticides shall not be applied on TVA- 
owned shoreland except by a State cer-
tified applicator. All herbicides and 
pesticides shall be applied in accord-
ance with label requirements. 

§ 1304.204 Docks, piers, and boat-
houses. 

Applicants are responsible for sub-
mitting plans for proposed docks, piers, 
and boathouses that conform to the 
size standards specified in this section. 
Where and if site constraints at the 
proposed construction location pre-
clude a structure of the maximum size, 
TVA shall determine the size of facility 
that may be approved. Applicants are 
required to submit accurate drawings 
with dimensions of all proposed facili-
ties. 

(a) Docks, piers, boathouses, and all 
other residential water-use facilities 
shall not exceed a total footprint area 
of greater than 1000 square feet. 

(b) Docks, boatslips, piers, and fixed 
or floating boathouses are allowable. 
These and other water-use facilities as-
sociated with a lot must be sited with-
in a 1000-square-foot rectangular or 
square area at the lakeward end of the 
access walkway that extends from the 
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shore to the structure. Access walk-
ways to the water-use structure are not 
included in calculating the 1000-foot 
area. 

(c) Docks and walkway(s) shall not 
extend more than 150 feet from the 
shoreline, or more than one-third the 
distance to the opposite shoreline, 
whichever is less. 

(d) All fixed piers and docks on Pick-
wick, Wilson, Wheeler, Guntersville, 
and Nickajack Reservoirs shall have 
deck elevations at least 18 inches above 
full summer pool level; facilities on all 
other reservoirs, shall be a minimum of 
24 inches above full summer pool. 

(e) All docks, piers, and other water- 
use facilities must be attached to the 
shore with a single walkway which 
must connect from land to the struc-
ture by the most direct route and must 
adjoin the access corridor. 

(f) Docks, piers, and boathouses may 
be fixed or floating or a combination of 
the two types. 

(g) Roofs are allowed on boatslips, ex-
cept on Kentucky Reservoir where 
roofs are not allowed on fixed struc-
tures due to extreme water level fluc-
tuations. Roofs over docks or piers to 
provide shade are allowed on all res-
ervoirs. 

(h) Docks proposed in subdivisions re-
corded after November 1, 1999, must be 
placed at least 50 feet from the neigh-
bors’ docks. When this density require-
ment cannot be met, TVA may require 
group or community facilities. 

(i) Where the applicant owns or con-
trols less than 50 feet of property ad-
joining TVA shoreline, the overall 
width of the facilities permitted along 
the shore shall be limited to ensure 
sufficient space to accommodate other 
property owners. 

(j) Covered boatslips may be open or 
enclosed with siding. 

(k) Access walkways constructed 
over water and internal walkways in-
side of boathouses shall not exceed six 
feet in width. 

(l) Enclosed space shall be used solely 
for storage of water-use equipment. 
The outside dimensions of any com-
pletely enclosed storage space shall not 
exceed 32 square feet and must be lo-
cated on an approved dock, pier, or 
boathouse. 

(m) Docks, piers, and boathouses 
shall not contain living space or sleep-
ing areas. Floor space shall not be con-
sidered enclosed if three of the four 
walls are constructed of wire or screen 
mesh from floor to ceiling, and the 
wire or screen mesh leaves the interior 
of the structure open to the weather. 

(n) Except for nonnavigable house-
boats approved in accordance with sub-
part B of this part, toilets and sinks 
are not permitted on water-use facili-
ties. 

(o) Covered docks, boatslips, and 
boathouses shall not exceed one story 
in height. 

(p) Second stories on covered docks, 
piers, boatslips, or boathouses may be 
constructed as open decks with railing, 
but shall not be covered by a roof or 
enclosed with siding or screening. 

(q) In congested areas or in other cir-
cumstances deemed appropriate by 
TVA, TVA may require an applicant’s 
dock, pier, or boathouse to be located 
on an area of TVA shoreline not di-
rectly fronting the applicant’s prop-
erty. 

§ 1304.205 Other water-use facilities. 
(a) A marine railway or concrete boat 

launching ramp with associated drive-
way may be located within the access 
corridor. Construction must occur dur-
ing reservoir drawdown. Excavated ma-
terial must be placed at an upland site. 
Use of concrete is allowable; asphalt is 
not permitted. 

(b) Tables or benches for cleaning 
fish are permitted on docks or piers. 

(c) All anchoring cables or spud poles 
must be anchored to the walkway or to 
the ground in a way that will not ac-
celerate shoreline erosion. Anchoring 
of cables, chains, or poles to trees on 
TVA property is not permitted. 

(d) Electrical appliances such as 
stoves, refrigerators, freezers, and 
microwave ovens are not permitted on 
docks, piers, or boathouses. 

(e) Mooring buoys/posts may be per-
mitted provided the following require-
ments are met. 

(1) Posts and buoys shall be placed in 
such a manner that in TVA’s judgment 
they would not create a navigation 
hazard. 

(2) Mooring posts must be a min-
imum 48 inches in height above the full 
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